Diablo Valley College – Political Science 121 (Intro to American Government)
Final Exam Study Guide
1. The concepts used to describe the American debate about the role of United States
government. (3, 4)
2. Heineman’s definition of “power.” (7)
3. The main characteristic of “democracy.” (7)
4. Heineman’s point on the relationship between capitalism and democracy. (9)
5. The text definition of “elite” theory. (10)
6. The text definition of “pluralism.” (14)
7. John Locke’s central theory of the “social contract.” (21)
8. Montesquieu’s primary focus in The Spirit of Laws. (23)
9. Traditional theory for why the Articles of Confederation failed. (28)
10. Beard’s theory on the Constitution and Heineman’s position on it. (37)
11. Mechanisms by which the Constitution can be changed. (43)
12. Definition of “federalism.” (47)
13. Supreme Court “era” that interpreted the Constitution in favor of national vs. state
power. (49)
14. Definition of “political efficacy.” (69)
15. Components which affect a person’s political orientation. (73)
16. The two types of political participation. (75)
17. Type of media that influences public opinion most. (81)
18. Reason for the two-party system in the US. (89)
19. Definition of “critical elections.” (94)
20. The importance of political parties today. (106)
21. Theoretical perspectives on party function. (107)
22. Amendments which expanded the right to vote. (110)
23. The three key steps in presidential elections. (115)
24. Differences between 3-factor and 6-factor voting. (121)
25. Theoretical perspectives on voting and elections. (130)
26. Robert Dahl’s perspective on political interest groups. (133)
27. Four important factors of group organization. (135)
28. Primary goal of political interest groups and main method of achieving this. (138)
29. Types of interest groups and their respective power to influence leaders. (143)
30. The theory that the existence of interest groups provides support for. (148)
31. The three relationship/variables for understanding congressional activity. (151)
32. Nonpartisan bias of Congress. (154)
33. Two types of “roles” members of congress can use to describe their “attitude”. (155)
34. Leaders of the House of Representatives and the Senate. (156)
35. Committees and their importance to the congressional process. (158)
36. The essential differences between “standing,” “joint,” and “select” committees. (159)
37. Origins of most legislation. (163)
38. Introduction of bills and likelihood they become laws. (165)
39. Congress’s ability to override a president’s veto on legislation they propose. (187)
40. What Reagan and Clinton did in their roles as “manager of the economy.” (188)
41. Sources of presidential power. (189)

42. The executive branch from three theoretical perspectives. (202)
43. The name for the bureaucracy that the US Post Office is part of. (208)
44. Principles of bureaucratic organizations. (208)
45. Principles of the “spoils system” and Act which removed it. (210)
46. The three theories on what motivates bureaucrats. (213)
47. Article III of the Constitution (jurisdiction and standing). (224)
48. Power of judicial review and case which created it. (226)
49. Definitions of “common” and “statute” law. (227)
50. Frequency of divided opinions on the contemporary Supreme Court. (234)
51. The four types of Supreme Court opinions. (234)
52. Nomination and impeachment procedures for the Supreme Court. (235, 239)
53. Definition of “public policy.” (249)
54. Three substantive types of policy. (250)
55. The steps in the rational-comprehensive decision making process. (257)
56. The three theoretical positions on making public policy. (263)
57. The four theories for managing the economy. (268)
58. The four economic policy-making institutions. (273)
59. Whether the government can “manage” the economy. (278)
60. The three theoretical perspectives on economic policy. (284)
61. Definition of “bills of attainder” and “ex post facto” laws. (289)
62. Definition of a “writ of habeas corpus.” (289)
63. The “establishment” and “free exercise” clauses in the 1st Amendment. (291)
64. The “Smith Act” of 1940. (295)
65. The 4th Amendment to the Constitution. (297)
66. The 8th Amendment to the Constitution. (301)
67. Definition of the “Monroe Doctrine.” (316)
68. Definition of containment and the “Truman Doctrine.” (318-19)
69. The structure of foreign policymakers. (328)
70. The CIA and its role in foreign policy. (329)

