COMPARATIVE POLITICS

The Modern
State




INTRODUCTORY COMMENTS AND KEY
QUESTIONS

Political development WHAT ": “‘IE M““EHN.
- the origin and STATE

development of
the modern state -
Is the starting
point for the study .
of comparative
politics.

IS NOTHING BUT A COMMITTEE FOR
MANRGING THE COMMON/AEFAIRS OF
BOURGEOIS'CLASS?
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In everyday language, state is often used
interchangeably with both country and nation,
but political scientists use the term in a more
specific way...

YOU STILL BELIEVE WHAT YOUR

James C. Scott GOVERNMENT TELLS YOU2

Agamst
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A ﬂrq,r} Hu.!u{}' afthe=—
Farliest States
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As opposed to the concept of “country” or “nation,” the
STATE is an ongoing administrative apparatus that
develops and administers laws and generates and
implements public policies in a specific territory.

YO DAWG | HEARD YOU LIKE THE STATE,

a

S0 1 PUT A STATE INSIDE A STATE IHSI.II:;E A STATESO YOU
CAN PAY TAXES WHILE YOU ENIOY LIVING IN A FREE NATION.
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The ongoing nature of
the state sets it apart
from both regime and
a government.
Regimes are types of
government such as
liberal democracy or
fascism. Americans
use government and
state interchangeably,
but “governments” are
transient.

Authoritarian

Me and the boys about to
chop off bourgeoisie heads

Me and the boys taking
over Western Europe

Me and the beys gender
non-conforming individuals
about to bash the fash

Me and the boys about to
fight an oppressive
government

Libertarian
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STATE VERSUS NATION

An independent A large body of people
political entity with united by common

fixed geographic origin, history, culture,

boundaries ethnicity, or language

Refers to a territory Refers to a group of

Has a fixed Doesn’t have a
territory fixed territory

A political and A socio-cultural
legal entity entity

Can be created Cannot be created
consciously consciously

Not as stable as More stable than a
state nation

Cannot exist Can exist without
without sovereignty sovereignty

United by laws and United by bonds and
regulations shared histories

Pediaa.com

In addition to
understanding what
the state is and how it
operates,
comparativists study
its origins and
evolution: Why did
modern states
become so universal?
Where did they first

emerge, and why did
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Characteristics of the

Territory Modern State

An area with clearly
defined borders
to which a state

lays claim.
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1UST AS SOON RS | GO PEE ON IT
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UPON THE Sl]llliﬂ EIGNTY OF.STATES External
-— Sovereignty

Sovereignty relative
to outside powers
that is legally
recognized in
international law.
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Internal Sovereignty UEULF

The sole authority
within a territory

capable of vt © ®.

making and N 57
v

enforcing laws [ INS .... \

and policies.
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Sovereignty

Quality of a state in which it is legally recognized
by the family of states as the sole legitimate
governing authority within its territory and as
the legal equal of other states.

ONE DOES,NOT IM'I’!: ]
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HAVE A STATE WITHOUT POPULATION,
TERRITORY'SOVEREIGNTY, AND GOVERNMENT
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Legitimacy EmE e o
The recognized HE LEGITIMACY/OFOUF
right to rule W
»
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Traditional
Legitimacy

The right to rule
based on a
society’s long-
standing patterns

and practices

DIVINE RIGHT.TO RULE?
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Charismatic Legitimacy

The right to rule based on personal virtue,
heroism, sanctity, or other extraordinary
characteristics
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Max Weber’s Three Types of Authority Ratior_]?l'l—egal
Legitimacy

Traditional  Charismatic Iﬁiﬁﬂ;al _
o Based on a Authority The rlght Of Ieaders
Source of Iegl m;zed_ Y leader's resides in the to ru Ie based on
Power c?ﬂs?::m nding persp!'lal office, not the
qualities pelsen their selection
Leadership Historic Dynamic Bureaucratic .
Style personality personality officials adCCoO rd|ng tO an
Patriarchy accepted set of
(tra_d_itional ?;F:Josle(;r:!ist .S, presidency p
Example gszztéc:ﬂ;)of Mother Teresa, ;lddg;ngiﬁsh IaWS ’ Sta n d da rdS ’ or
Martin Luth .
King. . Parliament procedures

Patrimony
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Bureaucracy

A large set of appointed officials whose function
IS to implement the laws of the state, as
directed by the executive.

=B YEAH, WE'RE GOING TO BE SHORT STAFFED
WE NEED TO TALK ABOUT COINGI0 BE

{
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YOURFLAIR oo,
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Historical Origins of
Modern States

FEUDALISM &3
THEN & NOW

Medieval Feudalism

Co ':orate'Fe'udali‘sm_
By Rank

Central Bankers
{Fﬂhl‘ll Reserve, B;qr_lk.nl'.\hp_ln. ECB...)

Monarchs
|{Kings, Queens, Emperors...)

Landed Gentry

(Dukes, Earls, Barons...) {JP Morgan, Goldman Sachs, Lioyd’s...)

Big Bankers

@ 500, Multinationals...)

Elected Officials

N\ FL (Presidents, Mps, Representatives..)

Royal Ministers

(Charcollors, Constables, Sheriffs..)

Merchants

~ Top Bureaucrats
(Traders, Explorers, East India Co...)

\ (Commaloners. Secretaries Jodges.)

Vassals
(Tenant Farmars, Military Officers...)

o Tog Professionals

Entertainers, Clergy...)

Nt

Everyone Else
(Peasants, Laborers, Conscripts...)

A\ % Everyone Else
\ (Workers, ents, Soldiers...)

You Are Here*

Data from US. Comus & Burraw of Labor Statistica

AmendmentGazette.com % Unless you're in the top 1.5%

Feudal States

Premodern states in
Europe in which
power in a territory
was divided among
multiple and
overlapping lords
claiming
sovereignty.
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Absolutism

Rule by a single
monarch who _
claims complete, L ghn-e;s,
exclusive power the peasants wish
and sovereignty for another day of rest

over a territory

and its people.

Granted just make

sure they work twice as 4
' hard the rest of the time

._.‘ llll
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Strong, Weak, and Failed
States

|deal Type

A model of what the
purest version of
something might

be.

DON'T WORRY

-

SHE'S ONLY.MY/SECONDICOUSIN, CLOSE
ENOUGHTO MY IDEALTYPE

meme.org
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Strong State

A state that is generally capable of providing
political goods to its citizens.

THE STRONG

If the state is strong, it crushes us. If S TA T E
it is weak, we perish.

AND THE FREE

ECONOMY
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Weak State

WEAK STATES IN
A state that only LNE'[iBrTg;LONAL
par.tl.ally provides oy | o
po I Itl Ca I gOOdS to The Cases of Armenia, St. Kitts and Nevis,
Its citizens.

Lebanon, and-Cambodia

HANNA SAMIR KASSAB



COMPARATIVE POLITICS

Failed State

A state that is so weak that it loses effective
sovereignty over part or all of its territory.
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Resource Curse

Occurs when a state
relies on a key
resource for
almost all of its

revenue, allowing

it to ignore its
citizens and
resulting in a weak
state.
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Quasi-States

States that have Quasi-States
legal sovereignty
. . « States who posses almost all of the
and Inte rnatlonal attributes of states (land, population,
recognition but territory, recognition) BUT

» Are missing/lacking an attribute

IaCk aImOSt_a” » Palestine, Vatican City, Taiwan,
the domestic Greenland
attributes of a  Former Quasi States: Andorra, San

Marino

functionig state.
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Concluding thoughts and questions...

Karl Marx —G\JZE'

The executive of the modern
state is but a committee for
managing the common affairs of
the whole bourgeoisie.

S —— VA L [ o) § £ —vﬁ%;
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Arising approximately 500 years ago, the
modern state as a political form has been
singularly successful, according to Orvis and
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THE DEVELOPMENT Stron g states are

OF THE MODERN STATE
A Sociological Introduction almost a IWayS

GIANFRANCO POGGI democracies,
based on notions
as treating all
citizens equally
and limiting what
the state can do.
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Most everyone
y Strong Versus Weak States
prefers a strong
state. But lack of « Strong states are able to carry out basic
wealth or the tasks expected of them: security, public

policy, basic goods and services

resource curse (in « Weak states less able to fulfill tasks, and

combination with may face rivals (organized crime, guerrilla
the legacy of movements, other states)
coloniali sm), often  Failed states have lost most of their ability

to monopolize force and provide services

produces weaker
states.
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Marxist Theory of the State

They reflect the power of the ruling class or a
particular epoch (i.e. slave, feudal, capitalist).
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Political Culture Theory of the State

Built on underlying values, such as a strong
sense of nationalism.

Clwi nghts Bkl
Social Issues

: E CRITICAL R.ACEllﬂl'dliiciEa

Cultural IEEUE-::
1Conservatives
2. Stmcml'al Ramam _
g le@ I R'ER ~lplax
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Rational Choice and Institutionalist
Theories

States emerge in response to the rational
incentive of the emerging international state
system, rewarding rulers who developed
effective sovereignty, military force, and

taxation.
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# "Actually, the american

civil war was about
state rights"
-
"State rights to do

what?"



