
POLSC 250 / International Relations 
 

LECTURE / DISCUSSION / DEBATE 
CLASS SYSTEM THEORY / GLOBALISM 

 
Terms and concepts to know: 
 
North-South conflict     Transnational class coalitions 
Multinational corporations    Core/Periphery states 
Marxism      Das Kapital 
Dialectical materialism    Proletariat 
Bourgeoisie      Class Struggle 
Imperialism      Noblesse oblige 
Uneven development    Dependency Theory 
Neo-imperialism     Capitalist world system 
 
Study and discussion questions 
1. Discuss some of the key differences between the realist, liberal, and class 
system theory schools in IR. Of these three system level theories, which do you 
think is the best for describing, explaining, and ultimately predicting international 
events? Give examples of why you believe that theory is best. 
2. What are the main points that Richard Wolff elaborates on in his interview with 
Jimmy Dore on Marxism? Are they useful in helping you to understand Marxism 
and how it relates to I.R. Why or why not? 
3. Discuss the historical background of Marxism as described by Boyer. Were 
conditions in Europe sufficiently bad to cause people to question the system of 
capitalism? Are those conditions with us today? 
4. In the Gasper article, how does Lenin explain the evolution of imperialism from 
capitalism? What do you find most and least compelling about his argument? 
5. What key assumptions of class system theory can you identify in the speech 
by Noam Chomsky?  Does his evaluation of U.S. foreign policy complement or 
differ from Lenin’s critique of imperialism ? 
6. What is the industry that Hartung sees as being instrumental in understanding 
war? Would his analysis fit properly within class system theory? Why or why not? 
7. What concepts did you see in the Greenwald film that relate to class system 
theory?  How would other theorists respond to their critique? 
  
Readings: 
 
Text. Conflict and Cooperation, Chapter 4. 
 
Video: 
 
Iraq for Sale. 
 
  


